
Importance of Diatomaceous Earth (DE) 
as Animal Feed Additive

“ 
We are what we eat”, says the old 
adage, but this is just as valid when it 
comes to our livestock feed: we are 

what they eat!  
 
It is not only important what the livestock is 
fed but also the availability of the nutrients 
and calories in that feed, their digestive 
health, and the cost effectiveness of the feed 
and its related processes. This is achieved by 
maintaining balanced intestinal flora of the 
animals, preventing parasites from developing 
in the digestive system, and insuring that 
bulk density of the feed and its homogeneity 
are within expected norms. Moreover, it is 
imperative to keep the moisture out, prevent 
the feed from rotting, clumping or caking. 
 
To that effect, diatomaceous earth is a perfect 
animal feed additive (AFA) for all farm animals 
with many benefits -from preserving feed 
quality to improving livestock health and 
performance through better digestibility, 
acceptability and overall bioavailability. From 
an economic perspective, Diatomaceous earth 
will also provide cost benefit advantages 
by improving mixing properties, as well as 
increasing the bulk density of some ingredients. 
 
Diatomaceous earth is an amorphous silica 
substance that is the result of the fossilization of unicellular marine 
organisms called diatoms. There are many different types of diatoms with 
different types of properties, which dictate their most effective use. The 
most notable distinction is salt water versus fresh water diatoms.  
 
As an animal feed additive, one of diatomaceous earth’s basic functions 
is to act as a natural preservative for the feed, absorbing moisture that 

may cause fungus, mold or rot. Also, due to 
its moisture reduction capacity, it reduces 
clumping and prevents caking of the feed. 
This helps preserve feed without the need of 
chemicals, make it more acceptable to the 
stock during feeding and increase processing 
and delivery efficiency.  
 
Diatomaceous earth’s other function is to 
improve the stock’s health, feed conversion, 
and ultimately its performance. To that 
effect, DE has been known to improve 
feed conversion with good young stock, 
accelerating growth, improving digestive 
health, and reducing scours by balancing 
the intestinal flora. Diatomaceous earth is 
also known to reduce internal and external 
parasites and bacterial infections. It is also 
known to control worms, and its residual 
mineral content may give animals a shinier, 
healthier coat.  
 
For the diatomaceous earth to be working 
properly and effectively as an AFA, it has 
to be non-calcined, only cleaned and dried, 
100% natural diatomaceous earth. Moreover, 
the diatoms must be fresh water diatoms. 
It should also be organic (OMRI listed) and 
respect CFIA standards.  
 
Diatomaceous earth as an animal feed 
additive is incredibly effective and efficient. 

All you have to do is mix up to 2% in your feed, either yourself, if you have 
the mixing capabilities on the farm, or by asking your feed supplier to 
provide you the ready mixed feed. Using diatomaceous earth as an animal 
feed additive will increase your ROI by keeping animals healthier, improve 
their feed conversion rates and making sure that feed works harder and 
longer by preserving it naturally. 
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